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Host:    Welcome dear listener to the Soil is Life programme, produced and aired at Ushindi FM 
98.6, broadcasting from Mbeya, Tanzania. In our programme today, we are discussing 
about  the  issue  of  land  conflicts.  We  will  talk  to  the  Southern  Highlands  Zonal 
Coordinator of Tanzania Community Forest Conservation Network (MJUMITA). This 
programme  is  supported  by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United 
Nations  (FAO)  and  the  World  Association  of  Community  Radio  Broadcasters 
(AMARC). To present this programme you will be with Nelly Mwaipyana, stay tuned. 
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Host:         Dear listener, you can share your opinions and comments; write a short message to the 
phone number 0719970665. Let us now start our programme and it is the time for our 
guest to introduce.

Guest:                   My name is Exavery Kigosi, Southern Highlands Zonal Coordinator of Tanzania 
Community  Forest  Conservation  Network  (MJUMITA).  This  organization  is 
working closer with residents living around natural forest encouraging them to 
preserve the forests surrounding them. This is one of the government program of 
forestry preservation. 

Host:        What is a land conflict?   

Guest:                         When we talk about land conflicts refers to the misunderstanding of land 
possession or land use on a specific area for instance the area planed for 
cultivation and is used by farmers, is where we can call are land conflicts.  The 
ownership of the land is unknown or the use of the land is interfered with 
another activities.   

Host:         What are the types of land conflicts? 

Guest:                         There are three types of land conflicts which are:-

                                    Firstly, land conflict between two communities such as farmers and pastoralists. 

                                    Secondly, land conflicts between individuals. For instance, it can be one person 
with another person or family with another family. 

                                    Thirdly, another land conflicts are between country and country. For instance our 
country Tanzania is now in conflict with Malawi relating on Lake Nyasa borders. 

                                    Most of land conflicts occurring in our country are of two categories, conflicts 
between community and community especially farmers and pastoralists. For 



instance in Kilosa and Kilombero there are land conflicts which affected more 
people including deaths cases have been reported. 

                                    Another category is land conflict between family and family. Some cases also 
has been reported relating on this type of land conflicts. And this is caused by 
unknown ownership of land. 

Host:         Can you tell us the main reasons causing land conflicts? 
                                    

Guest:                         There four main reasons causing land conflicts in our country:

                                     The first reason is unknown borders. Individuals or communities can bear in 
conflicts if surrounded borders are unknown. 

                                   The second reason is unplanned land use. This causes interference of land users 
to conduct their activities in an area which is not intended for such kind of 
activities. For instance, farmers and pastoralists conflicts.  

The third reason is unknown land ownership. If two individuals or communities 
don’t have the ownership of the land it is easy to bear a conflict with another 
community because there is no ownership of the area.  

 The fourth reason is planned land use not meet the demand of users. For 
instance the land planned for cultivation you can find have poor soil fertile and 
not satisfy users which will lead them to find another land.  Many pastoralists in 
Tanzania moved to farmer’s area for pastures and caused many conflicts 
including death cases. 

Host:                  What are the areas in Tanzania affected mostly by land conflicts? 

Guest:                             Most affected areas in Tanzania are those with high population of farmers and 
pastoralists. For instance Kilombero and Kilosa districts, pastoralists used to 
pasture in farms and caused strong fights between farmers and pastoralists. 

   
                                          Other areas with high land conflicts are those located in towns with high 

population and most economic activities. 

Host:                 Dear listener you are listening to Soil is life programme and today we are 
discussing about Land conflicts. You can give your opinion about what you have 
heard in this programme by write a short message on the phone number 0719 97 
06 65.
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Host:                 Mr. Exavery, can you please tell us, what are main effects caused by land 



conflicts?  

Guest:                            Effects which can appear in the area which have land conflicts are as follows:- 

                                         Firstly, disappear for peace. As we have seen in the country, most of areas 
with land conflicts always fighting and killings cases are reported. People 
don’t live peace life due to fighting in the area. 

                                        Secondly, economic activities will no longer continue in the area, because of 
fighting. High poverty and poor development will increase in the community. 

                                        Even cases when are reported to the court, always the court gives the order to 
stop any activities in the conflict area until the declaration.  

Host:                    What measures should be taken to prevent and fight against land conflicts? 
        
Guest:                  The following measures can be used to prevent and eradicate land conflicts:-
                              Land use plans policy should implemented over all the country this will reduce land 

conflict cases.  The government also should encourage land owners register and get 
ownership certificates to make possession clear among each. 

                              
                               Land use plans programs should be implemented over all the country. Also all land 

conflicts should be solved, and there must be a clear policy to address land conflicts 
in all areas of the country. 

                             Limited number of livestock for pastoralists should be introduced to enable proper 
use of land and decrease erosion in the country.          

Dear listener, I believe you have listened to our guest, and we were talking about the issue of land 
conflicts.  Land use plans program should be implemented all over the country to enable proper 
land utility and eliminate land conflicts. 

For today we have no extra. For comments and advice on this program write short messages on 
the following phone number 0719 97 06 65. My name is Nelly Mwakyusa, thank you for listening 
and goodbye.
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